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Dear Convener 

 

IOCCO DETERMINATION AND POLICE SCOTLAND COUNTER CORRUPTION 

PRACTICES 

 

The Sub Committee will be aware of the issues concerning an investigation by the 

Interception of Communications Commissioner’s Office (IOCCO) into breaches made by 

UK police forces in contravention of the requirements set out in the ‘Acquisition and 

Disclosure of Communications Code of Practice’.  These related to the obtaining of 

communications data that sought to determine journalistic sources as part of an 

investigation being conducted by the Counter Corruption Unit. 

 

Given the Sub Committee’s previous interest in this matter, I thought it helpful to advise 

you that IOCCO has concluded its investigation and that the Commissioner has provided 

Police Scotland with its determination.  Police Scotland has confirmed that the reference 

within the IOCCO half-yearly report refers to them, that the service accepts the 

determination that they failed to follow guidelines covering access to communications 

data, and that it has taken significant action since the issue was initially highlighted to 

ensure processes around such applications are compliant. Police Scotland has made a 

public statement today on the issue. 

 

I have written to Police Scotland on behalf of the SPA to seek their assurance that action 

has already been taken to ensure there is no reoccurrence of these issues.  I understand 

that IOCCO will follow these matters up at its next inspection of Police Scotland’s 

arrangements. 

 

While/ 
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While the specific issues relating to the Code of Practice are clearly a matter for IOCCO, 

the SPA considers that there are wider considerations raised by this issue that would 

warrant further independent assurance work. As a result, SPA has today requested that 

HMICS carry out an in-depth assurance review of the effectiveness and efficiency of 

Police Scotland’s counter corruption practices. 

 

I would anticipate this review providing an independent view of the operations, systems 

and procedures in place with the objective of providing assurance against best practice, 

and informing any recommendations for improvement. SPA considers that such a review 

will be timely in ensuring that going forward we have the most effective approach 

possible to dealing with counter corruption issues within Police Scotland. 

 

I envisage such a review as being complementary to the investigation carried out by 

IOCCO, and I am clear that the review should not seek to cover any statutory matters 

that are properly for IOCCO.   

 

In order to provide broader assurance to the SPA, public, Ministers and the Parliament, I 

would propose that the starting point for those terms of reference would include 

operational effectiveness and efficiency, the independence of the internal investigation 

function, its governance and accountability, and training and guidance for officers and 

staff. 

 

Given the considerable public interest in this issue, it would be the SPA’s objective that 

the review be progressed in order for a final report to be made available in the spring of 

2016. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
 
JOHN FOLEY 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


